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Purpose:  
Students need to plan ahead for the college admission process.  This lesson 

will help students research various colleges, and understand the things to 

consider when choosing a college.  

Objective:  
• Students will develop research skills

• Students will identify pertinent college information necessary to make 

informed decisions for choosing a college.

• Students will determine if the college they researched is a good fit for them.

Materials:  
Writing Utensils, Computers/iPads, Researching Your College project 

directions (photocopy back to back), Things to Research (photocopy back to 

back) and College Pennant (photocopy back to back). worksheets

Introduction:
Welcome students and discuss with the need to have a plan when pursuing 

college.  Every college has it’s own set of requirements and also has majors 

and programs unique to them.  Explain to them that today they will be given 

the opportunity to research a college of their choice and create a banner to 

represent their research.

Activity:
Pass out the Things to Research and Project Directions worksheets.  Ask the 

students to spend a few minutes thinking about their idea college.  Ask them to 

describe their idea college and then to start thinking about what qualities and 

characteristics make it appealing to them.  



Researching Your

College pEnNaNt PrOjEcT continued

Activity continued:
Pass out the College Pennant worksheets.  Tell the students that they will 

be using the internet to research the colleges they have chosen.  Go over the 

Things to Research worksheet and why each factor is important in 

considering college.  Tell the students that their research will help them to 

complete their college pennant.  On one side of the pennant they will place 

information about the college and on the back they will create and design a 

college pennant for their school. Student may include the school’s logo, 

mascot, colors, and information they have learned to create their pennant.  

Encourage students who don’t have an idea for a college to pick something 

that interests them and research it. Allow students time to research their 

college.  Several days may be needed to complete this assignment.

Discussion:  
Ask students how they choose their college.  Ask students whether they 

would like to attend the college now that they have done some research on it.  

Where the students surprised by any of their research?  

ASCA Standards: 
Category 1: Mindset Standards

4. Understanding that postsecondary education and life-long learning are necessary 
for long-term career success

Category 2: Behavior Standards
Learning Strategies
5.  Apply media and technology skills
7.  Identify long- and short-term academic, career and social/emotional goals
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You are going to research a college of your choice and create a college 

pennant from the information you find.  In addition, you will look at how 

you would fit in with what the college offers.  There are several factors 

that you will need to consider when doing your research:

 Location And Type. Where is this college located? Is it Public or 
private? Then think about: Would you rather live in a small town or big 

city?  How far do you want to be from home? 

 Size.  How large is the campus?  How many students attend?  Then ask 

yourself: Would I feel lost or at home in a campus this size? What is the 

average class size and how does that compare to my class size now?

 Admissions. What is the average GPA and test scores?  Then think 

about: How will you compare academically to your peers?

 Academics. What are the most popular majors?  What other Majors 
are offered?  Then ask yourself: Does the college have your major?  

What are your class options within your major?  Is there a study abroad 

program?  Is there an academic honors program?  Are there any special 

programs?

 Expenses. How much does it cost to attend?  Then ask yourself: Can I 

afford the next 4 years here? (Remember one of the biggest reasons 

people drop out of college is because of money issues.)

 College Spirit. What is the college Mascot and School Colors?
 Room and Board. What are my housing options?  Find out and think 

about: Are there special dormitories for certain groups 

(fraternities/sororities, quiet dorms, singles, apartments, major dorms, and 

sports)?  What are the meal plan options? How would I like living here?

 Activities. Does this College offer Sports, Clubs, or Greek Life 
(fraternities and sororities)? Ask yourself: Are there activities at the 

college I want to join?  

 Overall. What is my personal rating for each college?  Ask yourself: 
Can I see myself attending this college and being happy?



Researching Your College continued-

Use the Things to Consider/what I Found Out/How Do I Fit 
In worksheets to record your findings and thoughts.  Use this 
information to create your College Pennant.  You will turn both the 
worksheets and the college pennants in.  Be sure to write neatly.  
On the back of your college pennant, design your own college 
pennant based on your findings.  Try to use the college’s colors in 
your design.  

Use The Following Websites to help Research Your 
College: 
 https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
 https://www.petersons.com/search/schools
 http://www.collegeconfidential.com/college_search/
In addition, you may need to go directly to the college’s website that 
you are researching for information.  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.petersons.com/search/schools
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/college_search/


Things to research What I found out

Location and Type
 distance from home
 rural/urban/suburban
 public or private

Size
 campus size
 student body size

Admissions
 average test scores, GPA, and 

rank
 required high school courses
 % accepted

Academics
 major
 special programs
 average freshman class size

Expenses
 application fee
 tuition, room and board

College Spirit
 mascot
 college colors

Housing/Board
 guaranteed housing
 types of rooms
 meal plan options

Activities
 sports
 organizations
 Greek life

Overall
 Pros
 Cons
 Personal Rating

Name_______________________  College_______________________



Things to research How Do I Fit In?

Location and Type
 distance from home
 rural/urban/suburban
 public or private

Size
 campus size
 student body size

Admissions
 average test scores, GPA, and 

rank
 required high school courses
 % accepted

Academics
 major
 special programs
 average freshman class size

Expenses
 application fee
 tuition, room and board

College Spirit
 mascot
 college colors

Housing/Board
 guaranteed housing
 types of rooms
 meal plan options

Activities
 sports
 organizations
 Greek life

Overall
 Pros
 Cons
 Personal Rating

Name_______________________  College_______________________



School Spirit:

Mascot:_______________
Colors:_________
_____________
__________
_____

Location:

About the College:

Popular Majors:
1._______________________
2._______________________
3._______________________
4._______________________

Clubs and Activities:
1._______________________
2._______________________
3._______________________
4._______________________

Sports on Campus Include:
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________

School Facts:

# of Students:______________
Tuition:___________________
Room and Board:
_________________________

Admission:
GPA: _____________________
SAT Scores:________________
_________________________
ACT Scores:________________
_________________________
% Accepted:_______________

Type of School:
 Public  Private
 Rural Suburban  Urban
 2 year  4 year
 Coed  Single Sex

Name:____________________________________

College Name:______________________________________
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